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FEATURES 
What's the Big Idea? 8 
20 
28 
32 
Everyone's had a sure-ftre million-dollar idea for a new 
product, a new service, a new market. But the combina-
tion of know-how, daring, and dollars required to follow 
through is daunting--daunting to all but a few. By 
Renee Gearhart Levy. 
It Couldn't Happen 
to a Nicer Guy 
While Conan Owen waited in a Spanish jail, justice was 
pursued by the friends he made at SU and the co-workers 
he knew in various jobs. Thanks to their efforts, Conan is 
coming home. By foe D'Agnese. 
Beisbol 
In baseball, the players and the fans are the same always, 
only the names change. Except in revolutionary Central 
America, where politics makes strange teammates. 
Fiction by Richard Elman. 
Required Reading 
William Bennett and Stanford University had it out over 
Great Books of the West, and all of higher education 
thought anew about core curricula. At SU, though, most 
of that thinking was done a decade ago. By Chris 
Zenowich. 
2 Opening Remarks. As prologue to 
our study of American entrepreneurship, a 
businessman tells his story of success- a 
story crispy on the outside and chewy on the 
inside. By Marvin Lender. 
4 On Our Short List. You've seen the 
kind of auction where they sell old hoes 
and boxes of picture frames, but metropolitan 
real estate valued in the millions? By Mary 
Ellen Mengucci. 
38 Spread Sheet. Henry Plitt came 
home a World War II hero, and then turned 
his winning ways to business. Show business. 
By Carol Schmuckler. 
DEPARTMENTS 
38 State of the Arts. Public TV's strug-
gle for funding and support is legendary, and 
it just got worse. By Mary Ellen Mengucci. 
40 University Place. When the new 
Science and Technology Center opens this 
winter, our pioneers in computer technology 
will share a common campus address. 
48 Grab Bag. You can look it up in the 
dictionary, but when it 's not in the dictionary 
you can look it up here. By Sid Lerner. 
On the Cover. Illustrator Joe Glisson's 
advice: To succeed in business, love your 
product and start at an early age. Our story on 
American entrepreneurship begins on page 8. 
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